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Frankston Beach 
Association Aims to: 
Preserve and improve the 
natural features of the 
Frankston foreshore, having 
regard for appropriate and 
sustainable development, and 
to support the provision of 
recreational facilities that are 
consistent with recognized 
coastal management 
principles. 

SOUTH EAST WATER (SEW) DEVELOPMENT 

The FBA’s long running concerns over the handling of the South East Water 
development by Frankston City Council are well known.  We have now written 
to the Minister for Local Government, the Auditor General, the Valuer General 
and the Victorian Ombudsman seeking a review of the processes used by 
FCC to bring this development into being on the formerly Council owned site. 

As one of the local groups concerned about the development, FBA was 
delighted to learn of the Long Island Residents Group's (LIRG) success in 
obtaining valuation related documentation for the site through the Freedom of 
Information Commissioner. As a partner group, the LIRG shared this 
information with the Association. The content of this material was concerning 
enough for the Association to take the serious step of seeking the reviews 
indicated earlier. 

Of particular concern were the following matters noted by the FOI 
Commissioner: 

� The valuation for the land sold to SEW was not presented to any 

Council meeting and may not have been seen at all by the councillors. 

� The valuation was not a matter that needed to be dealt with at a closed 

meeting anyway, as it was not “commercial in confidence”. 

The FBA continues to have concerns that the valuation was a low valuation, 
given comparable values for commercial properties even as remotely located 
as east of the railway line. We are also appalled by the requirement that FCC 
ratepayers “foot the bill” to the tune of $2.5million for the reinstatement of the 
Boulevard area adjacent to Kananook Creek when this area was only recently 
developed using public funds. 
 
The Association believes that Council’s incompetence has not only deprived 
the community of land set aside for a public plaza, but is also responsible for a 
flawed valuation, resulting in the sale of prime real-estate far below its value. 
We are hopeful that the letters to the Minister for Local Government, Auditor 
General, Valuer General and the Ombudsman will “shine a light” on what we 
believe to be gross mismanagement by the FCC. 

 
 



 

 

BEACH RENOURISHMENT 

Lee Halkias, Foreshore & Natural Reserves Coordinator 
with the FCC reports that Council has had a great 
response from the public on the works at Frankston’s 
South Beach, including the renourishment and fencing, 
and the beach is looking fantastic. 
The Coastal Engineer who completed the report for the 
beach renourishment is still observing the site and 
reports that the beach renourishment appears to be 
holding in well.  There did not appear to be any major 
changes to the Middle Beach and Southern Beach, 
although some sand does appear to have migrated 
southward towards Olivers Hill.  This is shown in the 
comparison of the photos taken recently, compared with 
the photos taken on completion of the renourishment in 
December 2013, where it appears that the southern end 
of the beach has widened slightly. This is to be expected 
at this time of the year as winter northerly winds and 
waves start to drive sand to the south. The opposite is 
expected to occur in summer. FCC in partnership with 
the FBA, will be installing 4,000 plants this calendar 
year, with 2,400 already planted by Foreshore Rangers 
and FBA volunteers. 
FCC looks forward to continuing to work with the FBA on 
the rehabilitation of this site and appreciates the support 
from the Association and the hard work of the 
volunteers. 

FORESHORE ACTIVITIES REPORT 

The Frankston foreshore continues to be a challenge. 
The summer of 2013/2014 brought little rain. Months of 
very dry conditions exacerbated the difficult growing 
conditions for newly planted tube stock.  
 
The eroded southern beach was replenished with 
15,000 cubic metres of sand in late 2013 just prior to the 
start of summer. Included in the works was the erection 
of an erosion control fence. Recent heavy winter storms 
have put the new works to the test with many recently 
placed plants being washed away. Fortunately the sand 
has remained on the beach. 

This year working bees on the foreshore began on 
March 31.To date seven working bees have been 
carried out, including a supplementary day on the south 
beach. Other than the extra day on the south beach, all 
working bees occurred on the foreshore between Mary 
Street and Wells Street. Volunteers and Frankston City 
Foreshore and Reserves staff have planted 3200 
endemic shrubs, grasses and trees to date.  Two of the 
days were principally assigned to weed removal, 
particularly Gazania species which is rife in sections of 
the dunes. 

A total of 3,800 tubes are to be planted along the Mary 
Street/Wells Street foreshore. These plants supplied by 
the Frankston Indigenous Nursery were paid by surplus 
funds from the Mary Street project (3000) and Beach 
Street project (800).  

Frankston Beach Association working bees have been 
successful because of a dedicated of band of 
volunteers, aided by Chisholm TAFE Certificate 1 in 
Transition Education students and of course the 

Frankston City Council (FCC) Foreshore and Reserves 
staff. 

  
Avelen and Neil removing the weed Gazania. 

The number of volunteers has increased this year 
thanks largely to notices in the Frankston City insert in 
the local ‘Leader’ newspaper. 

Why do people volunteer? When asked why she 
volunteered her time revegetating Frankston’s 
foreshore, Avelen Jackson replied, “to help preserve the 
natural environment for future generations”. Neil 
Robinson said he "liked working outdoors and enjoyed 
the company” and Dongmei Zhao says she “likes to 
work outdoors”. 

Further Working bees are planned until mid October. 
Another activity this year will include National Tree Day 
on Sunday July 27. 

The Frankston foreshore needs friends who are willing 
to weed and plant on a regular basis. Our Association 
encourages and supports community volunteers, 
including volunteers from education institutions. Working 
bees are held once a fortnight during the planting 
season. This year Monday is our scheduled day for 
working on the foreshore. 

CHISHOLM TAFE STUDENTS 

Chisholm TAFE students regularly participate in the 
planting on the foreshore. Here are some comments 
from members of their group: 

� “I am working to save the environment, and planting 

on the foreshore will make it better for the future. I 

feel part of the community and it motivates me to 

work hard because it will assist in saving the 

foreshore”. 

� “I am proud to do this work for the survival of the 

foreshore and for the community to enjoy”.  

� “Love planting on the foreshore – we have to be 

careful of the little plants”.  

� “It was windy and cold today – we love morning tea”.  

� “Love doing this for the community.  It is really nice 

to know that I can help in making the foreshore a 

better place”. 



 
 

 

� “It makes me happy and motivated to plant on the 

foreshore and survival of the little plants is very 

important to keep the beach healthy”. 

 

 

Chisholm students hard at work on the dunes 

PLANNED MINI MARINA 

Frankston Council has advised the FBA that it is in a 
holding pattern on the forward planning for the marina 
project at the foot of Olivers Hill. The idea of a mini 
marina is basically the brain child of the Mayor Cr. 
Darrel Taylor, but it is understood that his efforts to 
obtain funding from either the State or Federal 
Governments have fallen on deaf ears. Frankston 
Council do not have any funding to offer and they are 
hopeful that because the relocation of the Coast Guard 
is part of Stage 1 of the development, that this inclusion 
may generate some initial funding for the project.   

 

FRANKSTON YACHT CLUB DEVELOPMENT 

Frankston City Council resolved unanimously on 3
rd

 
March 2014 to amend the Kananook Creek Long Island 
Development Plan to open the way for the development 
of a new yacht club that will amongst other things, 
include the provision of significant areas for the sale of 
food and drink.  

The FBA presented a submission against the proposal, 
expressing concerns with the over development of the 
site, with the ground floor comprising a café (104 
patrons) and six public toilets, first floor restaurant (164 
patrons) with access to a 60 patron function room, a 
club canteen (for 80 patrons), and a multi-
function/community room (133 patrons). The second 
floor contains yacht club safety and navigation lookout.   

Our main contention focused on Council’s 
commissioned GHD Pty. Ltd. Coastal Hazard 
Vulnerability Assessment, 2010 (CHVA), which 
assessed the project’s ability to be adapted to deal with 
future hazards (climate change, sea level rise, storm 
surges, and high tides). Council’s brief to GHD directed 
them only to assess the impact of the project on the 
immediate area, while the impact on the nearby beach 
and the beaches further north and south were ignored. 

Although the CHVA approved the construction of a 
seawall that was intended to minimize damage to the 
building from storm events; the CHVA advised “that the 
construction of the seawall will result in the loss of the 
recreational beach immediately seaward of the seawall; 
if there is insufficient supply of sand in offshore bars 
after a storm event, the beach will not recover.  There 
will be permanent loss of the beach.” Furthermore, 
“major inundation of the site is expected to occur during 
storm conditions and sea-level rises, and this inundation 
will affect the entire southern portion of Long Island.” 

The CHVA provided empirical projections and 
predictions, but also advised “these empirical projections 
need to be confirmed by a scientific evidence based 
view with a sophisticated numerical modelling process.” 
A key recommendation noted “if Council is seeking to 
completely minimize the risk of future erosion and 
inundation affecting the clubhouse, it is recommended 
that Council commence investigations into locating a 
suitable new site for the Frankston Yacht Club.” 

Council has approved the project without undertaking 
the scientific evidence based numerical modelling 
recommended by the CHVA. The FBA is very concerned 
about Council’s unwillingness to act upon the very clear 
warnings from the CHVA about the potential destruction 
of the beach and foreshore, and without first considering 
the financial costs that will be required to make good the 
resulting damage. Could this be considered willful 
neglect? 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Membership renewal fees for 2014-2015 are due from 
July 1

st
. Please see the back of this newsletter for a 

copy of the renewal form. 



 

 

 

FBA Membership Application 
(July 1 2014 to June 30, 2015) 

 

I/we wish to join or renew my/our membership of the FBA, and agree to support the purposes of the FBA and 
be bound by its rules of association. 

Membership Categories Available 
 

 Individual Membership Family Membership 

Description 
One person having the full 

rights of one member 
Up to 2 adults having the 

rights of 2 members. 

Standard $10 $10 

Concession (seniors & pensioners) $5 $5 

 

Name(s):   __________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________ 

Telephone:  ______________________ 

Email:   ___________________________________________ 

Membership Category (please circle): Standard/Concession          Individual/Family 

If you might be available to assist with voluntary work (eg. planting out, research, foreshore maintenance etc.), 
then please identify your particular interest below: 

Interest __________________________________________________________ 

Hours/days available: _______________________________ 

I/we wish to further assist the FBA’s activities, and enclose an additional once-off donation of $_____ 

Payment 

To make your payment via EFT, please refer to the following FBA bank details: 

Bank:  Westpac,  BSB: 033-362 

Account No:   176020,  Account Name:     Frankston Beach Association 

Include your surname and initials in the reference field. 

Please send an email to fbainc2006@hotmail.com to advise us of your EFT. This advice should include 
your full name, contact number and composition of your payment (subscription fee, donation). 

OR 

Please detach this application form and send with payment to the Membership Secretary, Eve Welch, PO Box 
5092, Frankston South 3199. 

 


